CITY OF MONROVIA
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT

DEPARTMENT: Community Services MEETING DATE: October 13, 2020

PREPARED BY: Eugene Suk, AGENDA LOCATION: CC-4
Hillside Wilderness Preserve Supervisor

TITLE: Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve Patrol Update for September 2020

OBJECTIVE: To provide an update on incidents, maintenance, and public comments related to Canyon
Park and the Hillside Wilderness Preserve (HWP) recorded for the month of September 2020.

BACKGROUND: For over a century, Canyon Park has been used as a recreational park by visitors
and Monrovia residents. Services in Canyon Park include special events; Naturalist led night hikes,
interpretive tours, a Nature Center, trails, a waterfall, and views of the San Gabriel Valley.

In 2016, the City opened over 4.5 miles of HWP trials providing passive recreational opportunities for
the community. Park Naturalists patrol the HWP and urban parks two times a day by vehicle, utility
terrain vehicle and foot. Park Naturalists also respond to calls related to Monrovia’s Smoking Ban
Ordinance.

Since mid-March 2020, in response to the potential exposure of COVID-19 and under the guidance
received by local, state and federal officials, the decision was made to close the Community Center,
Library, HWP and Canyon Park to the public.

In May 2020, HWP and portions of Canyon Park reopened to the public. To ensure propoer social
distancing in Canyon Park, additional steps were implemented to restrict access. A new reservation
system was developed to help ensure a limited number of visitors, both residents and nonresidents,
have the opportunity to enjoy Canyon Park while also managing large crowds. Reservations are limited
to 70 per timeslot, with three timeslots available every weekday. All visitors looking to enter the park
must have a reservation, whether driving, biking or walking into Canyon Park. A $5.00 parking fee is
required for visitors to park inside Canyon Park.

Trail modifications were established to ensure safe, physical distancing such as:
e One-Way Trail Loops
o Portions of the Waterfall Trail and Ben Overturf Trail closed
e Limited Trail Use Hours
o Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
o Closed - Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays

On September 6, 2020 a fire in the Angeles National Forest started near Cogswell Dam that quickly
spread toward the communites in the San Gabriel Valley. On September 7, 2020 Monrovia enacted the

Emergency Operation Center in response to the fire.



On September 12, the Bobcat fire reached Canyon Park and HWP. The Unified Incident Command
Team deployed seveal fire depression techinques and were able to save all facilities in Canyon Park
and HWP. However, the fire did consume over 280 acres and a significant portion of the vegetation
within Canyon Park. Fire Damage Assessment are still being conducted to evaluate the overall impacts
to Canyon Park.

On Saturday, September 19, with the Bobcat fire no longer showing an imminent threat to the
community of Monrovia, and the evacuation warning was lifted for the residents north of Hillcrest Blvd.

During the month of September 2020 Canyon Park Volunteers, Park Naturalist, and Community
Services Staff assisted in supporting security at the Canyon Park and HWP access points.

Due to the fire damange within Canyon Park, the City closed the park indefinitely. The damage within
HWP is less extensive and a reopening plan for the Preserve is currently being developed.

ANALYSIS: During the month of September 2020, Canyon Park. Canyon Park Volunteers completed
12 hours of maintenance on the Canyon Park Waterfall trial installing edge barriers to prevent erosion
for the upcoming winter season.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the Community Services Commission move to receive and
file CC-2, Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve Patrol Update for September 2020.

COMMISSION ACTION REQUIRED: If the Community Services Commission concurs, the appropriate
action would be a motion to: Receive and file CC-2 Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve
Patrol Update for September 2020.

September 2020
CANYON PARK ACTIVITY LOG

Canyon Park Maintenance 12 of maintenance in September 2020

September 2 | Waterfall trail- Canyon Park Volunteers installed two edge barriers along the trail to prevent erosion.

CC-4




September 2019/2020

ACTIVITY

PATROLS

0z0z sreol Auanov i ol o|o|o|of of | o|o|o|m|o|Yf | S| o|o|o|o| S | —|o|o|o|of —
6T0Z S[e101 AlAIOY ~fofofolo] o ololo|e|~|& o|g(de|x| 3 Ol<t|ofo|o| N
. <|w|<|o| 4] ol | NS 8 =1 ~
0¢0¢ suoleld o| X| x|o|o| © o| X| x|o|lo|o ol x| x|o|o| © o| x| x|o|o| o
6T0Z Suolrel o|lo|o|o|of o o|olo|o|o|o o|lo|lo|olo| o o|o|olo|o| o
020Z 81e9 painoasun o| x| x|o|lo| o of| x| x|o|o|o o| x| x|o|o| o o| x| x|o|o| o
6T0Z 919 paindasun o|lo|o|o|of o o|lo|o|o|o|o o|lo|o|olo| o o|o|olo|o| o
0zoz sbunybis ayiipim i o x| x[o|of off ] of x| x|o|o|of | o| x| x|o|of of T of x| x|o|o| o
6T0Z shunybis ajpim o|o|o|o|o| o o|o|o|o|o|o o|n|o|o|of o|-|o|lo|o]| —=
020z S|feD ueg Bunjows ol x| x|o|o| o of| x| x|o|o|o o x| x|o|lo| o o x| x|o|lo|o
6T0Z S|eD ueg Bunjows o|lo|o|o|of o o|lo|o|o|o|o olo|lo|olo| o o|o|olo|o| o
0202 SI[eD d91A18S 21|qnd ol x| x|o|o| o of| x| x|o|o|o o| x| x|o|o| o o| x| x|o|o| o
6T0Z SI[eD 82IAI8S 21jqnd o|lo|o|o|of o o|olo|o|olo o|lo|o|olo| o o|o|olo|o| o
0202 S1od o| x| x|o|lo| o of| x| x|o|lolo o x| x|o|lo| o o x| x|o|lo|o
— o|m ™ — - ©
6102 S1ad —|o|o|o|o| — dI~12(2f | R o|d(m|d|l~| 8 wld|ln|o|o] o
020z S1S119AD o| x| x|o|lo| o of x| x|~|ofa o| x| x|o|o| o o| x| x|o|o| o
T} © ~ — )
6T0Z S1S119AD o|o|lo|o|o| o <| 8| oS« |F <|d|o|o| o|o|olo|o| o
0zoz sepIyaAf ] of x| x|o|of o of| x| x|o|lolo o x| x|o|lo| o o x| x|o|lo|o
6T0Z S9N |o|o|o|o]o| o o|lo|ofo|o|o —|l-|n|o|o| o o|o|olo|o| o
020Z sueuIsapad of| x| x|o|o| o o] x| x|—|o[g 3| x| x[o|eo § | x| x|o|o| =
o}

6TOZ sueuisapad| [—|o|ofo|o| %MMWH__B RI2(J18| 0| S [w|~|o|o]o| B
™ o ™~ ™ o ~ ™ o ~ ™ o ~
0z0z sioired yeis jo # B O x| x| S| < | I Q2| <[ <SR 2| x| x| S| < N Q| x| <[S[<[ N
610z sjoaed eis joxf SIS ST <| | I3[ =B IS~ 8| |33« 3
1 I 1l 1l

—| |9 oo | o|o —lo|o

A I A A N B BV SR A N AN B

i B TN R il B R NI R i B T AN B2 i e e T R

| oofH|N|N Al ool || -H|N| N |||

S | S | S | S | S S | S | S | S | S S | S | S | S | S S | S | S | S| A

o| o| o| @| @ o| o| o| @| @ o| o| o| of| @ o| o| o| o| @

aolaolajlalo aolalajalo Q|lalajlala Q|lalajala

ElE|E|E|E ElE|E|E|lE cElelgl gl € ElE|ElElE
o| o| 0| o| o = o| o| 0| of| o= o| o| o| o| @ = o| o| 0| o| of =
ol of ol ol o o (el Neol Neol ol Nol Ql of Ol Ol Ol = ololQl al Of o
o] 0] o] o @ © 0| 0] 0| o @ © o| o] | o] @ © 0| 0] o] o] @ ©
NLNLANLNLND| NLNLNLNLND| - NENLNLNLD| NENLNLNLND|

27

0|0 [411

00

0

0[76]2)8)]0|]0f[f0]0]0]3

244125 | 0

240 1108

Grand Total

CC-4



