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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-09:

ADOPTION OF THE 2022 CALIFORNIA CODES & 

LOCAL AMENDMENTS 



The Building Division Operation 

is organized into three functions: 

Counter Services
- P rocess ing  and  I s su ing  a l l  t ypes  of  permi t s

(bu i ld ing ,  mechan ica l ,  p lumbing ,  e lec t r i ca l )

- P rocess ing  p lan  check  submi t ta l s

- Ca l cu la t ing  P ro ject  Va lua t ion  and  Fees

- P rocess ing  Subd iv i s ion  Maps

- P rocess ing  and  I s su ing  Grad ing  Permi t s

- Route ,  C i rcu la te ,  and  Track  P lans

- E tc….

BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW 

(OPERATIONS)



The Building Division Operation 
is organized into three functions: 

Inspection Services
- Schedu l ing  of  I n spec t ions

- Per fo rm F ie ld  I n spect ions

- Per fo rming  Spec ia l  Hous ing  In spec t ions

- I s sue  Stop  Work  Not i ces

- I s sue  Red  o r  Ye l low Tags

- Send ing  Ut i l i t y  Re leases

- Ass i s t  F i re  w i th  D i sas te r s  re la ted  to  
St ructures

- Ass i s t  Code  En fo rcement  w i th  Bu i ld ing  
Mat te r s

- E tc . .

BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW 

(OPERATIONS)



The Building Division Operation 

is organized into three functions: 

Plan Check Services
- Rev iew p lans  and  ca l cu la t ions  fo r  Code  

Compl iance

- Rev iew of  tes t s ,  repor t s ,  and  spec i f i ca t ions

- P rov ide Techn ica l  Code  Ass i s tance

- Keep  Bu i ld ing  Code  up  to  da te

- Manage C i t y ’s  P lan  Rev iew Consu l tant s

- E tc….

BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW 

(OPERATIONS)



BUSY?



BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW 

(METRICS)

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

Number of Permits 

Issued

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

2018 2019 2020 2021 Jan-Oct

2022

Number of Plan Checks 

Submitted (1st Check)

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

2018 2019 2020 2021 Jan-Oct

2022

Number of 

Inspections

 $-

 $50

 $100

 $150

 $200

 $250

2018 2019 2020 2021 Jan-Oct

2022

Permit Valuation 

(in Millions)



NEW BUILDING CODES



History Lesson: Did you know?

The earliest known building code can be found in the Code of 

Hammurabi, the sixth king of Babylon who ruled from 1792 BC to 

1750 BC:

“If a builder builds a house for someone, and does not construct it 

properly, and the house which he built falls in and kil ls its owner, 

then that builder shall be put to death.”

- Hammurabi Code of Laws Number 229

BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES



Fast forward to American law regarding the built environment, a 
relatively rapid evolution has occurred since the mid-1800s, 
largely as a result of disasters: 

 1871 :  Great Chicago Fire

 1872 :  Great Boston Fire

 1906 : The Great San Francisco Earthquake

 1933 :  Long Beach Earthquake

 1961 :  Los Angeles Wildfires

 1971 :  San Fernando Earthquake

 1980 :  MGM Grand Hotel Fire

 1994 : Northridge Earthquake

BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES



1927 Code Book 
( ~ 2 50  Pa g es )

2022 California Codes (“Building Code”) 
(~6,000 Pages)

 C a l i f o r n i a  B u i l d i n g  C o d e  ( V o l .  1 & 2 )

 C a l i f o r n i a  R e s i d e n t i a l  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  E x i s t i n g  B u i l d i n g  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  B u i l d i n g  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  F i r e  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  E n e r g y  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  M e c h a n i c a l  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  E l e c t r i c a l  C o d e

 C a l i f o r n i a  P l u m b i n g  C o d e

 C A L G r e e n

 L o c a l  A m e n d m e n t s

C a l i f o r n i a  C o d e s  g e t  u p d a t e d  

o n  a 3 - y e a r  c y c l e .

BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES

I n  1 9 2 7 ,  I C B O  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  U n i f o r m  

B u i l d i n g  C o d e  ( U B C ) .  T h e  U B C  w a s  a d o p t e d  

b y  m a n y  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  I t  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n i f o r m i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  c o d e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .



NEW CODES ARE REQUIRED TO BE ADOPTED

 Sect ions 13145.3 ,  17922,  17958 and 18941.5 of  the Cal ifornia Health and Safety 

Code requires  that  the la test  Ca l i fornia Bui ld ing Standard Codes apply to  loca l  

construct ion 180 days  a f ter  they become ef fect ive at  the State level  ( Ju ly  1) .  The 

Ca l i fornia Bui ld ing Standards Commiss ion has  adopted the 2022 Edit ion of  the 

Ca l i fornia Code of  Regulat ions .  State Law requires that  these Codes become 

ef fect ive at  the loca l  level  on Januar y 1,  2023 .

 Sect ions 17958.5  and 17958.7 of  the Cal ifornia Health and Safety Code permits  

loca l  jur isdict ions  to  amend the Codes .  Local  amendments can be enacted 

through express  f indings  and determinat ion.  Such amendments are reasonably 

necessar y because of  how loca l  c l imat ic ,  geological ,  or  topographical  condit ions 

can af fect  the jur isdict ion.  

BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES



LOCAL AMENDMENTS

 The  p roposed  amendments  cons i s t  of  s t ruc tura l ,  f i re  and  l i f e  sa fe ty,  g reen  bu i ld ing  and  
sus ta inab i l i t y,  and  admin i s t ra t ive  p rov i s ions .  

 A ma jo r i t y  of  the  p roposed amendments  a re  a  con t inuat ion  of  p rev ious ly  adopted  amendments  
f rom pr io r  code  adopt ion cyc les .  

 Many of  these  p roposed  amendments  a re  cons i s tent  w i th  those  adopted  by  o ther  loca l  
j u r i sd ic t ions  in  the  Sou thern  Ca l i fo rn ia  a rea  as  pa r t  of  the  Los  Ange les  Reg iona l  Un i fo rm Code  
P rogram .

 I t  i s  the  in ten t  and  pu rpose  of  the  p roposed  amendments  to  (1 ) min imize ,  p revent  and  p ro tec t  
the  communi ty  f rom na tu ra l  hazards  (e .g . ,  ea r thquakes ,  f loods ,  f i res ,  e tc . )  and  (2 ) improve  the  
hea l th  and  we l fa re  of  the  communi ty  th rough g reen  and  sus ta inab le  cons t ruc t ion  p rac t ices .

 Much emphas i s  and  work  has  been  pu t  in  due  to  Ca l i fo rn ia ’s  cons tant  se i smic  ac t i v i t y.  

SUMMARY OF KEY 2022 CODE 

CHANGES



 The most s igni f icant change to  the 2022 Ca l i fornia Energy Code is  that  a l l  newly 
constructed s ingle fami ly  and mult i family  bui ld ings  are required to  be Electr ic  
Ready .  

 Homes equipped with a gas or propane appliance (space heater, cooktop, clothes 
dryer), a dedicated space on the main electrical service panel shall be reserved for 
the future installation of electric appliances. 

 Al l  newly constructed s ingle fami ly  homes sha l l  be ready for  the future 
insta l lat ion of  bat ter y s torage systems,  a lso  ca l led energy s torage systems (ESS ) .

 ESS-ready interconnection equipment to be installed, along with a main panelboard 
having a minimum busbar rating of 225 Amps, and reserving space within 3 feet of 
the main panel for a future transfer switch.

SUMMARY OF KEY 2022 CODE 

CHANGES



Staff recommends City Council approve 

Ordinance No. 2022-09

RECOMMENDATION



THANK YOU


