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- Welcome to our Online Collections Database!
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; 0 **| You will find historic papers and photographs of Monrovia from its beginnings and as it emerged as the "Gem of the Foothills.”
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ame I' \ &' There are cld phene, street, and business directories; newspaper clippings; transcription! rly newspapers; early brochures and maps. Most
2 s from the collections cf our city historians - painstakingly gathered.
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Together they tell the story of Monrovia.
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— THERE WAS A LOT TO ADD

The stacks were high, and the process began with a major sort.

50+ years of papers, photos, books, and maps squiurreled away by Steve
Baker from earlier city historians and others -- like a teacher who saved
the history of schools from the dumpster.



First Task: What Are They?

Characters, storles, puzzles and

mysteries to untangle.

Q: What’s most important?




— Then...
What Do
They Tell
Us?

A 1926 Monrovia Days
“Pioneer Register” lists the

first to come here.
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o WHAT THE ORIGINAL MONROE COTTAGE LOOKED LIKE IN 1884

The first home W.N. and Mary Jane Monroe built, before their fancy permanent home, "The Oaks”. W.N.’s brother
C.O. Monroe then lived there, added a second story and an orange grove. It’s still standing at 225 Monroe Place.



— Filling In Blanks
W.N. Monroe

1890s went to build a railroad in Nome, Alaska

|| WILD GOOSE R. R.
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MYSTERY WOMAN, MAY BAKER

Her album and boxes (and boxes), tell a complex story. She was adopted by Col. R.M.
Baker, married 4 times, developed property, lived in Paris and Mexico, and left $5 million
to USC. More of her story, records and photos will come 1n the next phase.
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= 1888 BOOKLET TO
ENTICE SETTLERS e :
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Southern Califormia 1s “The Italy of
America. The only perfect chmate
in the world and the grandest
scenery under the Sun.

Free Water 1s plenty, and houses
being built are ‘substantial, tasty and

b3

convenient.
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Sehool Mandolin, Banjo and Guitar Club

e
N
Walter Buis

Lawrence Reed

D
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Assisting Mandolinists:
Miss Myrtle Davis
Wiss Nettie Coles
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PROGRAM

JUXE 26, 1900,

Chicken Pickin's — Allen
I.a Carmela Waltzes . Witmark
Manzanillo . . . . . Robym

Double Eagle . : Ruetffer
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MORE PARADES
1911 - LIBRARY PARK




— MYRTLE AVENUE SCENES
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The Pottenger’s Story
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— Rehrman Family
West Palm
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E.B. GRAY PHOTOGRAPHS - MINING IN THE SAN GABRIELS



MORE FOOTHILL FLYING FIELD
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Monrovia’s Cultural Histories

by Prof. Susie Ling

20 '\ >

UERDOS DE MONROVIA:
HISTORY OF MEXICAN AMERICANS

by Susie Ling, Monrovia Latino Heritage Society

Monrovia’s Asian
American History

By Susie Ling

Monrovia Historical Museum
742 E. Lemon Ave
Monrovia, CA 91016

History of
African Americans
in Monrovia, CA

by Susie Ling, Monrovia Historical Museum
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By Steve Baker

MONROVIA STREET NAME CHANGES

Original Name

East and West of Myrtle

North Street
Banana Avenue
White Oak Avenue
Orange Avenue
Fallingleaf Avenue
County Road

North and South of Foothill

Sixth Avenue

J. I.C. Avenue
Charlotte Avenue
Canon Drive
Bradbury Drive

New Name

Scenic Drive

Hillcrest Boulevard

Foothill Boulevard

Colorado Boulevard

Huntington Drive

Santa Fe Avenue; Main Street; Duarte Road

Madison Avenue

Alta Vista Avenue
Canyon Boulevard
Mountain Avenue
Mountain Avenue

Northeast of Myrtle & Foothill

Marie Avenue
East Avenue

Centre Avenue
Oak Park Lane

May Avenue

Norumbega Drive
Greystone Avenue
Greystone Avenue

Northwest of Myrtle and Foothill

Studebaker Street
Center Street
Prospect Street
Violet Avenue North
Roselawn Avenue
Mesa Drive

North Street

Foothill Drive
Berkeley Drive
Bonita Court

Fifth Avenue
Avocado Place

El Nido Avenue
Highland Place
Highland Place
Alta Vista Avenue
Sky Way

Scenic Drive

?

Court Street

Southeast of Myrtle and Foothill

Duarte Avenue
Date Avenue
Plum Avenue

Royal Oaks Drive
Cherry Avenue

Los Angeles Avenue

March 19, 1875

December, 1885

January, 1886

May 17, 1886

December 15, 1887

Circa 1888

July 11, 1889

June 1900

1900
Circa 1902
Circa 1904

1906

1910

Speeches, Timelines, House and Family Histories

History of Black Families in Monrovia
E.J. “Lucky” Baldwin purchases Rancho Santa Anita for $200,000.

Bicknell, Crank, and Spence buy land from E.J. “Lucky” Baldwin.
John Isaac Wesley Fisher recruits Black families from Marlboro
County, South Carolina to relocate in California and work for
Baldwin at Rancho Santa Anita (Glasscock). John Fisher came to
California as early as 1875 (Ling).

The Black families arrive in Southern California and settle on
Baldwin’s Ranch. They re-establish the Shiloh AME Zion Church
that existed in Bennettsville, South Carolina, with the Reverend
Henry Hollins as their pastor. (Read list of Black families and the
history of the AME Zion Church).

The Monrovia Tract and the Town of Monrovia are placed on the
market.

The City of Monrovia is incorporated

Black families begin to purchase land in Monrovia and the Davis
Addition in Duarte.

The local newspaper confirms the presence of Shiloh AME Zion
Church in Monrovia at its present location.

The United States Federal Census lists fifteen Black Heads of
Household in Monrovia. These additional Black families had
arrived in Monrovia: Bonner, Buckner, Burleson, Dorsey, Martis,
and Wright. (Tell story of Aunt Kate).

The Fisher family comes to Rancho Santa Anita from Denver.
William and Pinky Watkins arrive in Monrovia.

Second Baptist Church is informally organized.

Lt. Colonel Allen Allensworth formally organizes Second Baptist.
He establishes a relationship with the Reverend Russell H. Greaves
of the First Baptist Church, and that congregation

assists Second Baptist with their first church building.

Five additional Black families had arrived in Monrovia: Baker,
Fisher, Jones, Ross, and Watkins.

1886

1886

1886

1887

1887

1887

1887

1888

1888

1888

1890

1893

1894

1895

1899

1899

1900

1900

Important Milestones in the Life of Monrovia
The First Thirty Years (1886 - 1916)

The first lots in the new Town of Monrovia were sold on May 17.
Monrovia’s first public school opened in Barnes Hall.

Monrovia’s first newspaper, the “Planet”, began publication.

The first celebration of Monrovia Day took place.

Monrovia’s first public school building was constructed.

Monrovia was first served by a transcontinental railroad.

The election to incorporate the City of Monrovia took place on December 8.
Monrovia had a population of 2,500.

Monrovia City School District was formed.

Monrovia’s first fire-fighting equipment was purchased--a hose cart!
Monrovia had a population of 907.

Monrovia City High School District was formed.

Monrovia’s first Library Board was elected. The men who were elected
promptly resigned so that women could be appointed in their places.

Monrovia’s first public library opened. Rent was $2.50 per month and the
Librarian was paid $1.00 per day.

Monrovia was finally assured of an adequate water supply with the purchase
of the Chapman Wells for $3,973.

Passage of City Ordinance No. 120 ended the era of Monrovia being
known as the “Free Water Town”.

Monrovia had a population of 1,500.

Monrovia’s first street lighting was provided by the Monrovia Electric Light and
Power Company.



~— What Happens Now?

3200 1items are scanned, 1dentified, labeled, & archived, and

will be uploaded by August - with tips on how to find them.




Y| maps. Most from the collections of our city historians — painstakingly gathered.

railroads. Parades, parades and more parades! Movers and shakers and ordinary citizens. Historic homes at different stages of their
lives. The original city hall, fire equipment, library, and city officials -- and what and who replaced them.

There are old phone, street, and business directories; newspaper clippings, transcriptions of early newspapers; early brochures and

Together they tell the story of Monrovia,

To find something specific, you can look for a person by name, an address, a category of things (schools, banks, railroad), or a format

4 (video, postcard). To learn more use the buttons on the top of the screen.

We hope you enjoy this rich treasure-trove of our city's remarkable history!
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What's New?

B

In 2024, over 2700 new records were added to the collection. This section lists some of the most noteworthy. Click a collection name to
read more about the highlights of each collection and to see suggested searches. Special treasures are in CAPS. To find all that's new,

do a Keyword Search by the tag at the end of each collection name, eg., “BR".
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Burr Family (BR)

b

Ella Long (EY

Stove Baker (5B2)

Pottenger (PO)

Canyons Photos & 1936 News-Post Special Edition (B7)
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Shrode, Cramiet, Col. R.M, Baker (B8)

Shrode family documents. Charles Cramlet (prolific builder in Monrovia) family photos and papers. Grand Army of the Republic
(GAR) photos of prominent Monrovians (W.N. Monroe and others). Photo album with rare photos of the Col. R.M. Baker family and
home at 409 W. Hillcrest {the actual "Studebaker house”, demolished in 1940) taken by his daughter May Baker. May Baker

BMAMNROC

Hosfield’s first building projects in Los Angeles.

Keyword Search Suggestions: ‘B8" "Shrode Family", “Cramlet Family”, "CAR", “Col. R.M. Baker”, "“Wright, May”



— On to the rest!

Thank you!




