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MEETING DATE: July 23, 2014 

 

 
SUBJECT: Historic Landmark HL-132 

240 West Hillcrest Boulevard 
 

APPLICANT: Doug and Karen Poindexter 
240 West Hillcrest Boulevard 
Monrovia, CA 91016 

 
REQUEST: Historic landmark designation 

   
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:   Categorical Exemption (Class 1) 
 
BACKGROUND: Pursuant to the Historic Preservation Ordinance, the property owners of 240 West 
Hillcrest Boulevard have filed an application for consideration of historic landmark designation. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Based on information submitted by the applicants, the home was built for George W. 
Dumbell who arrived in Monrovia from Tennessee with this bride, the former Anna Thornton in May of 
1887.  George found employment as the bookkeeper for the firm of W.N. Monroe and Son, a 
prominent local real estate firm with family ties to Monrovia’s founder.  Plans for the house were 
completed in 1887 for a cost between $1200 and $1500.  The house was built on the southeast 
corner of Magnolia and Banana (Hillcrest Boulevard) Avenues.  George passed away in January 1892 
at the young age of 34.   

The house then became the home of Dr. 
James W. La Force and his wife, the 
former Mary Jane Black.  Dr. Force retired 
in 1889 and sold the house in 1904.  
Between 1904 and 1908 the house was 
moved from its original location to its 
current location at 240 West Hillcrest 
Boulevard.  At the time of the move, a river 
rock foundation replaced the high wooden 
foundation on which the house originally 
rested and the Victorian porch was 
replaced with one in the Colonial Revival 
style with plain, squared balusters, and 
paired Doric columns and dentils.  The bay 
window to the east of the porch still retains 
the original Victorian elements.   
 

In 2007, the Commission reviewed the addition of a 172 square foot porch to the rear of the home that 
was never constructed. 
 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 



 

Although the home has an association with William Monroe as it was built for and occupied by George 
Dumbell, Monroe’s bookkeeper.  Staff believes that this information does not meet the level of 
significance to qualify the home under Criteria 1 (identified with persons significant in local history).  
Additionally, the home’s location and appearance has changed since George Dumbell lived in the 
home. 
 
Criteria and Guidelines 
The Historic Preservation Ordinance requires that a property meet at least one of the seven criteria 
specified in order to be designated a local historic landmark.  The Historic Preservation Commission is 
charged with the duty of determining the applicable designation criteria for landmark status.  Based on 
the information provided by the applicant the following may be considered: 
 

 Criteria Number 4 – It embodies one or more distinctive characteristics of style, type, period, 
design, materials, detail or craftsmanship. 

 
The property is significant under this criterion as it exemplifies characteristics of a Victorian 
architecture with Colonial Revival influence.  It is in excellent condition and exhibits distinctive 
architectural details attributed to this style.  Although the house has been relocated from its 
original location with porch modification, the home still retains integrity in its design, material and 
workmanship. 
 

DPR Form 
The property is part of the current draft Historic Resources Survey.  A status code of 5S3 has been 
assigned (appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation through survey evaluation).  
If the Historic Preservation Commission determines that the house is eligible for listing for local 
designation and the City Council concurs, then the code will be changed to 5S1 (individual property 
that is listed or designated locally). 
 
Additional information about the house is found on the DPR form that has been completed by City 
Staff; it is attached for the review, Comment and approval of the Commission. 
 
The owners have not applied for a Mills Act Contract. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission forward a 
Nomination Statement to the City Council recommending that the house at 240 West Hillcrest 
Boulevard be designated as a historic landmark.  
 
If the Commission concurs with this recommendation and determines that the property meets at least 
one of the seven criteria for historic landmark designation, and the information provided on the DPR is 
accurate then, following the public hearing, the following motion is appropriate: 
 

Designate the property at 240 West Hillcrest Boulevard as Historic Landmark Number 
132 and so recommend to the City Council. 



City of Monrovia      Primary #   
Department of Community Development   HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   

       CHR Status Code   5S3 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   

Page 1 of 2 *Resource Name or #: HL-132 
 

P1 Other Identifier: 240 West Hillcrest Boulevard 

*P2 Location:  Not for Publication   Unrestricted   

 a. County: Los Angeles  

 c. Address: 240 West Hillcrest Boulevard City: Monrovia Zip: 91016 

  e. Other Locational Data:   APN # 8519-012-009 

P3a Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   

 

 
A gable-on-hip and front-gabled roof crowns this one-story Victorian era, Queen Anne style dwelling.  Wide clapboard siding 
with corner boards sheathes most exteriors, except for the gable faces which are sheathed in fish scale shingles.  Roof 
elements include shallow boxed eaves, a plain entablature, and a narrow vent in the front gable face.  The projecting front-
gabled wing features a bay window with carved corner brackets, pendants, and double-hung sash windows.  A projecting, 
wrap-around front entrance porch is located on the northwest corner of the primary (north) elevation.  Tapered round 
Tuscan wood posts atop square piers support the hipped porch roof.  Dentil molding embellishes the porch roof and a plain 
stick railing encloses the porch space.  Within the porch area is the glazed front entrance and a double-hung sash window.  
The original Victorian porch was replaced with the current one of Colonial Revival styling.  The single-family residence is of 
wood frame construction and rests on a raised foundation.  

P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP2. Single family property 

*P4   Resources Present:     Building      Structure      Object      Site      District      Element of District     Other 
P5a     Photograph 

 

P5b  Description of Photo: Front 

(north) June 2014 

 

P6   Date Constructed: 
1887; 
1900 

Source:   
Tax Assessor 1900; 
Other: c 1887 

P7   Owner and Address: 

Doug & Karen Poindexter 
240 W Hillcrest Blvd 
Monrovia, CA 91016 

 

P8   Recorded by: 

City of Monrovia 

P9   Date Recorded: July 2014 

P10  Survey Type: Individual 

  

P11 Report Citation:       

Attachments:    NONE   Location Map    Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and Object Record  

 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List):      

 
  



City of Monrovia Primary # __________________________________________________ 
Department of Community Development HRI # _____________________________________________________ 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD   Trinomial _________________________________________ 

DPR 523A-Test (8/94) 

Page 2 of 2 *Resource Name or #: HL-132 
 

B1 Historic Name: None  

B2 Common Name: None  

B3 Original Use Single-Family Residence  

B4 Present Use Single-Family Residence  

B5 Architectural Style Victorian era, Queen Anne  

B6 Construction History (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

 

 
1887 – House Constructed  
1907 – House moved to its current location 
1914 – Screen room added to rear 

B7 Moved:  Yes Date Moved 1904-1908 Original Location SE corner of Magnolia & Hillcrest 

B8 Related Features: 

 

None 

B9a Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Unknown 

B10 Significance: Theme:  Architecture Area: Monrovia 

 Period of Significance:  1900 Property Type HP2 - Single Family Property 

 

 
Although the building appears ineligible for the National Register, it does appear eligible for City of Monrovia Landmark 
designation due to its architectural styling and association with the early residential development of Monrovia.  
 

B11 Additional Resource Attributes:  

B12 References: 

Sketch Map with north arrow: 

 

LA County Assessor; Sanborn Maps; Building 
Permits; 29

th
 Annual Mother’s Day Old Homes Tour 

Booklet; Monrovia’s Heritage, Volume 1, 1980 

 

B13 Remarks         

B14 Evaluator/
Date 

City of Monrovia, July 2014 

 

 

 
















